
Hawaii 4‐H Youth Development 
      2012 National 4‐H Conference 

 Delegate Application 
 

 
Name_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Home Phone ____________________________Cell Phone ______________________________ 
 

Email Address__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent(s) or Guardian(s) _________________________________________________________ 
 
High School You Attend __________________________________________________________ 
 
Expected Date of High School Graduation ____________________________________________ 
 
Leadership Roles you have at your school and/or in your community ______________________  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name of Your 4‐H Club ___________________________________________________________ 
 
4‐H Leader’s Name ______________________________________________________________ 
 
4‐H Leader’s Telephone Number(s) _________________________________________________ 
 
4‐H Leader’s Email Address________________________________________________________ 
 
How Long have you been involved with 4‐H? _________________________________________ 
 
What project(s) have you done in 4‐H? _____________________________________________ 
 
What leadership roles have you had in 4‐H? ________________________________________ 
 
On additional pages please provide:  1) In 250 words or less details of a leadership role or two you have 
fulfilled in 4‐H that resulted in other people becoming involved in a project or club. Please indicate what 
happened with these people and others involved because of your leadership. 2) In 100 words or less 
please explain why you want to attend National 4‐H Conference in Washington, D.C. and 3) In 200 words 
or less describe how you would involve more of your peers and/or younger children in 4‐H when you 
return from National 4‐H Conference. 4) Provide the names and contact information for two non‐parent 
adults who would be willing to discuss your capability to represent Hawaii at this National conference 
and then use what you learned to provide leadership for expanding the 4‐H program in Hawaii. 
 
Please ask your 4‐H leader to send a letter supporting your application to: 1) Your county 4‐H educator 
and 2) gheusel@hawaii.edu    Your application should be sent to the same two individuals by February 
10, 2012. 
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mailto:1)%20Your%20county%204-H%20educator%20and%202)%20gheusel@hawaii.edu


National 4-H Conference 
March 24 – 29, 2012 

 
 
Donor’s Requests for Use of National Conference Funding 
 

1. Active 4-H members in the first, second, or third year of high school are chosen 
to represent Hawaii. 

2. 4-H members chosen have demonstrated leadership within their club and have 
been actively involved in enlarging their club and/or starting new 4-H clubs in 
their county. 

3. 4-H members chosen agree to utilize what they learn to involve more young 
people in 4-H clubs when they return from National 4-H Conference. 

4. 4-H members chosen are recommended by their 4-H club leader and at least two 
other adults who know the member’s efforts in 4-H, school and other community 
organizations.  

5. 4-H members chosen are supported by their parent(s) or guardian and will be 
able to financially contribute to the National 4-H Conference experience. 

 
 
 
The National 4-H Conference is the premier youth development event for youth 4-H members (15-19 yrs.) 
who are actively engaged in 4-H programs across the U.S. and its territories.  The conference is 
administered by 4-H National Headquarters of the National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) within 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).  Deemed “the Secretary’s Conference”, this experience 
upholds a tradition dating back to 1927.  Known then as the “National 4-H Club Camp”, delegates slept in 
tents on the grounds of the National Mall in front of the Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Washington, 
DC.  Held annually, except for several years during World War II, the camp served to develop the next 
generation of leaders.  Delegates attended training workshops, became acquainted with government and 
had the opportunity to meet with state leaders.  In 1958, the event name was changed to National 4-H 
Conference and, in 1959, the meeting moved from the National Mall to the newly founded National 4-H 
Center in Chevy Chase, MD (right outside of Washington, D.C.). 
 
Today, National 4-H Conference has remained true to its original intent while continuing to be future 
focused.  In addition to recognizing and developing the next generation of future leaders, National 4-H 
Conference is an exciting educational and leadership opportunity, convening 4-H youth, Extension 
professionals and adult volunteers to learn and share information on current trends and/or issues relevant 
to 4-H and youth, building effective partnerships, creating innovative 4-H programs, expanding the use of 
technology, working with diverse groups, and impacting community needs. The National 4-H Conference 
brings together the resources of the 4-H program – the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the Land-Grant 
University System, Cooperative Extension, 4-H adult volunteers, and other affiliates - that build and 
sustain effective programs for 4-H youth. 
 
4-H programs excel in providing opportunities for youth to experience all four Essential Elements of the 4-
H Youth Development Program – Belonging, Independence, Mastery and Generosity.  These essential 
elements are considered the best practices of 4-H programs and support the ideals that when there are 
sustained opportunities for young people to gain a sense of belonging, independence, mastery and 
generosity, youth can master skills to make positive life choices; participate in decision-making 
processes; act responsibly; positively influence their communities; and develop into informed, active, 
engaged citizens.   
 



The purpose of National 4-H Conference is to build on the Essential Elements with the 
following objectives: 

 Stimulate thought around current priorities/needs and move youth delegates to action in their 
local communities;  

 Reinforce the rich history of 4-H and its valuable tie to Cooperative Extension and the land-grant 
system;  

 Engage delegates with leaders from USDA, CSREES, the Land-Grant University system, as well 
as, their local, state and national partners;  

 Enlighten delegates to the valuable work and research coming out of the land grant universities;  
 Provide an opportunity for delegates to engage as citizens by meeting with their congressional 

representatives to discuss issues affecting their communities;  
 Enhance valuable 21st century skills leadership skills such as adaptability, team-building and 

communications.  
 Gather feedback from our most important stakeholders – youth!  
 An invitation is extended to the more than 100 Land-Grant colleges and universities across 

national and its territories to send a delegation of high-school 4-H members (15-19 
yrs.) to represent their state's 4-H program at the National 4-H Conference.  Each land-grant 
institution has a process by which it selects 4-H members to attend the conference.  While there 
are many ways for 4-H members to get to the conference – nomination, award recognition, 
identified youth leader, etc., what is most important is the impact 4-H members will have on their 
communities after the National 4-H Conference experience … What will they do?; How will they 
work to improve youth programs in their communities and state?; and how will they exemplify the 
ideals of the 4-H program as active and contributing citizens to our society? 
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