
The CTAHR philosophy on
agricultural technologies

Hawai‘i has a centuries-old tradition of food production, 
and CTAHR is continuing this agricultural tradition into 
the 21st century. Hawai‘i’s farmers, from small-scale and 
beginning farmers to well-established operations, face 
many challenges and opportunities. The role of CTAHR 
as a land-grant institution is to assist all members and 
sectors of Hawai‘i’s food and agricultural system to reach 
their full potential in an environmentally and socially 
compatible way. Using tools developed over millennia, 
societies worldwide have developed resilient agricultural 
systems, well adapted to social and environmental 
conditions unique to their locations. Today, agricultural 
scientists continue to partner with the community in 
the effort to meet the food needs of a growing world 
population. This is achieved by addressing contemporary 
agricultural problems with the most advanced scientific 
capabilities, while respecting earlier contributions of 
agriculturalists and traditional approaches to agriculture. 
New technologies, integrated with time-tested 
production methods, have been developed to increase 
the net productivity of agricultural systems in order to 
provide food for society. CTAHR promotes the improved 
efficiency of traditional food production programs 
through increased knowledge. We conduct research that 
develops and tests new biological, ecological, chemical, 
and genetic technologies, through near-market and 
strategic research. We uphold the values of academic 
freedom and respect the rights of farmers and consumers 
to decide which technologies are most appropriate.
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Growing Together

The Five-Point CTAHR Plan
How CTAHR and the people of Hawaii collaborate for a sustainable future.

Two-thirds of the world’s 6.3 billion people live in the tropics, and Hawaii is the only US state in the tropics.
CTAHR has a 106-year history of strength in conducting research, and delivering education and extension
programs on tropical agriculture. In collaboration with the state, CTAHR is positioned to become even
stronger in tropical agriculture, unrivaled by any other institution in the nation.  More importantly, working
closely with State government gives CTAHR the best opportunity to meet Hawaii’s challenges to produce
sufficient food, feed, and biofuels, while conserving energy, land, water, and biological resources. The effect
will be to move Hawaii toward greater food security and self-sufficiency, improve our state’s economy, and
become a model for the rest of the tropical world.

SUSTAINABLE CROPPING
SYSTEMS

• Reduced Inputs: Pesticide,
Fertilizer, Water

• Organic Farming

°  SOFT Program
• Indigenous Farming
• Soil Health
• Plant Breeding
• Water Quality
• Pollination Biology

° Honeybee Pollination
Program

• Bioenergy

URBAN AGRICULTURE

• Edible Landscapes

° Pearl City Urban Garden
Center

° Master Gardeners
• Aquaponics
• Vertical Farming
• Rooftop Farming
• Food Hubs
• Community Food Production
• Pest Management

RESEARCH STATIONS1

• Food and Feed
Sustainability Institute

° Waimanalo Station
• Experiential Learning & Ag

Entrepreneurial Showcase

° Waialee Station
• Global Conservation &

Invasion Biology Hub

° Kauai Station
• Other Stations Statewide

AGROSECURITY & FOOD
SAFETY

• Pest & Pathogen Control
• Pacific Agrosecurity & Farm

Food Safety Program

° Production

° Processing

° Distribution

° Sale
• Invasion Biology Institute

° Invertebrates &
Vertebrates

EDUCATION & TRAINING
PROGRAMS

• Formal: Academics

° Undergraduate

° Graduate
• Informal: Extension

° GoFarm Hawaii

° LIFE Hawaii

° Master Gardeners

° 4H
• Distance Delivery of

Information Statewide

° Community Colleges
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1See on the reverse side, a map of the 26 research and extension sites located on every island and in every county in the State, representing different
agroecological zones

Founding college of the University of Hawaii, achieving its state-wide tripartite mission of research,
education and extension for 106 years.


