Common Forest Trees of Hawaii
(Native and Introduced)

A CTAHR Reprint

Common Forest Trees of Hawaii (Native and Introduced) has been an invaluable
reference for foresters, botanists, and naturalists of all stripe who want to identify and
learn about trees and forestry in Hawaii. The initial printing of the book in 1989 quickly
sold out, and it has been unavailable in recent years. The current printing has been
redesigned and newly formatted to place the text on a single page wherever possible
and place the illustrations next to the appropriate text.

This handbook provides an illustrated reference for identifying the common trees in the
forests of Hawaii. Useful information about each species is also compiled, including
Hawaiian, English, and scientific names; description; distribution within the islands and
beyond; uses of wood and other products; and additional notes.

The 152 species described and illustrated by line drawings comprise 60 native species
(including 53 that are endemic), 85 species introduced after the arrival of Europeans,
and 7 species introduced apparently by the early Hawaiians. The native tree species of
Hawaii are mostly scattered in distribution and of small size. Only two native tree
species presently are commercially important for wood, because of their abundance
and large size: ‘Ohi‘a lehua, Metrosideros polymorpha, and koa, Acacia koa. Of the two,
only koa is considered to be of high value.

The introduced species described include 13 species of eucalypts (Eucalyptus), 5
species of pines (Pinus), and 11 other conifers. Two plant families are well represented:
the myrtle family (Myrtaceae), with 25 species, and the legume family (Leguminosae),
with 15.

One chapter is devoted to forests and forestry in Hawaii. Maps of the Hawaiian Islands
show the physical features and place names, major forest types, and forest reserves
and conservation districts.

A reprinting of the USDA Forest Service Agricultural Handbook no. 679 by Elbert L. Little Jr. and Roger G. Skolmen.
8.5 x 11 inches, comb bound, 377 pages plus 12 pages in color reproducing paintings by Isabella Sinclair.
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