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The long-term goal of the UH-CTAHR Tea Project is to create a new 
industry for Hawai‘i agriculture based on the tea plant, Camellia 

sinensis. This plant is the source of the “true” teas, including white, 
green, oolong, and black teas. CTAHR is also researching the processing 
methods needed to create these teas and “signature” tea-based products 
unique to Hawai‘i. These tea products may in turn lead to further value-
added products, such as foods and teapots, as well as to agricultural 
tourism activities. The foundation of all this potential is the raw material 
harvested by growers.
 Growers and potential growers have cited the lack of propagative 
material as a major bottleneck, if not the major bottleneck, to growth of 
the industry. Plants and cuttings for vegetative propagation from existing 
sources outside Hawai‘i are costly, and a real danger of importing them 
into the state is the possibility of inadvertently introducing new pests and 
diseases that might limit or even stop the development of a tea industry 
here. Hawai‘i currently has none of the severe pest and disease problems 
that plague other tea-producing areas, and thus we have cost and market 
advantages that would be negated should those problems be imported.
 In-ground rooting is a simple procedure that does not require an 
expensive greenhouse structure and can produce field-ready plants in a 
short period of time.
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