
This is an excerpt from Weeds of Hawai‘i’s Pastures and Natural Areas; An Identification and Management Guide by P. Motooka et al.
©2003, College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources, University of Hawai‘i at Mänoa.

White ginger

Hedychium coronarium J. Koenig

Family: Zingiberaceae

Description: Fleshy creeping herb with leafy stems
and thick fleshy rhizomes, over 6 ft tall. Leaves to 2 ft
long by 4 inches wide. Fragrant white flowers in termi-
nal inflorescence. Blooms July–October peaking in Au-
gust–September. Aerial stems die back in February but
resprout at the same time. [H. flavescens N. Carey ex
Roscoe, yellow ginger, similar in appearance, also pro-
duces fragrant but yellow flowers in late summer and
early fall, same time as the white ginger(59). H. gardner-
ianum Ker-Gawl, kahili ginger, has yellow flowers with
orange floral parts in larger cylindrical, terminal, up-
right inflorescence, reminiscent of the kahili of the Ha-
waiian royalty. Naturalized on Kauaÿi, Maui, Lanaÿi, and
Hawai‘i.] Greek: hedys, sweet; chion, snow; coronarium,
crown; flavescens, yellow(59, 69, 70).

Distribution: Both white and yellow gingers are na-
tive to India, the kahili ginger to the Himalayas. All oc-
cur in mesic to wet areas on Kauaÿi, Oÿahu, Maui,
Molokaÿi, Lanaÿi, and Hawai‘i. Introduced in 19th cen-
tury by Chinese immigrants as an ornamental(70).

Environmental impact: Creeping growth over-
whelms low-growing plants in pastures and forests.

Management: Fleshy rhizomes make mechanical con-
trol arduous. Alton Arakaki (Univ. Hawai‘i) and Ed
Misaki (TNC) discovered that yellow ginger was ex-
tremely sensitive to metsulfuron at 3% (w/vol) at
Kamakou Preserve, Molokaÿi. HAVO staff reported con-
trol by cutting off yellow ginger foliage followed by
application of metsulfuron on exposed rhizomes at 0.017
oz/qt (0.5 g/liter) of water in spring and summer or 0.12
oz/qt (3.5 g/liter) of water in winter. White ginger was
sensitive to foliar applications of 1 lb/acre picloram, very
sensitive to metsulfuron (0.25 oz/acre), moderately sus-
ceptible to triclopyr(54). Unpublished research by Greg

Santos, Linda Pratt, and Chuck Stone at HAVO found
that metsulfuron at 0.04 lb/acre, imazapyr at 0.7 lb/acre,
and amitrol at 0.7 lb/acre applied to visible rhizomes
after mechanical clearing of top growth was very effec-
tive on Kahili ginger. A commercial mixture of 2,4-D +
triclopyr was ineffective. Pat Bily (TNC) reported 20%
triclopyr ester product applied in straight stream to kahili
ginger stems and surface rhizomes provided 100% kill
on Maui.
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